WAUKESHA WEST HIGH SCHOOL CHAPTER

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
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Membership in the Waukesha West High School Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) is an honor bestowed upon a student who has excelled in SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE, LEADERSHIP, and CHARACTER.  It is one of the highest honors that can be awarded to a high school student.

Students are selected for membership on the basis of meeting specific criteria in each of the four areas: SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE, LEADERSHIP, and CHARACTER.  Selection for membership is made by the West National Honor Society Faculty Council.  The NHS Faculty Council is made up of five West faculty voting members appointed annually by the principal.  The chapter advisor is an additional non-voting member of the council.

One formal Induction Ceremony for new members is held each year during the spring semester.

Membership in the NHS is both an honor and a responsibility.  Students selected for membership must continue to meet the standards by which they are selected through graduation to retain their NHS membership.

NHS MEMBERSHIP SELECTION PROCESS

After the fall semester of their junior year, all students who hold at least a 3.50 cumulative grade point average from the beginning of their freshman year will be invited to participate in the process of membership selection to the West High School Chapter of NHS.  If the student believes that he/she meets the SERVICE, LEADERSHIP, and CHARACTER criteria, and wishes to become a candidate, he/she will fill out a Student Activity Information Form.  This form is NOT an application form.  It will be used to document the service, leadership, and character criteria for the candidate.

When information for all four areas has been received for each candidate by the NHS Advisor, it will be turned over to the five voting members of the West NHS Faculty Council.

All candidates who have returned a Student Activity Information Form will be notified in writing of the Council’s decision on their membership status.  Parents of the new members will receive written invitations to the formal Induction Ceremony.  Parents of candidates who were not selected may speak with the NHS Advisor; however, the discussions and voting patterns of the NHS Faculty Council will remain confidential.

Juniors who are not selected, who choose not to complete a Student Activity Information Form, or who do not hold a 3.50 cumulative grade point average, will be invited to participate in the NHS membership selection process after the first semester of their senior year if they hold a 3.50 cumulative average at the time.
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MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA
SCHOLARSHIP
A candidate for the Waukesha West High School Chapter of the National Honor Society must be a high school junior or senior who holds at least a 3.50 cumulative grade point average from the beginning of his/her freshman year.

SERVICE
A candidate must have participated in four different co-curricular activities in school and/or in the community since the beginning of high school.  Activities may include class boards, clubs, teams, church groups, Boy or Girl Scouts, volunteer, music or drama activities.  Courses for credit such as Band, Orchestra, and Choir cannot be included.  Service required for membership in any group (i.e. Scouts, religion classes, etc.) may not be included.

LEADERSHIP
A candidate may fulfill leadership criteria in one or both of the following ways.  If the candidate uses Option B, a teacher, advisor, job supervisor, or other responsible adult must write a letter to the West National Honor Society Faculty Council specifically describing the leadership quality or qualities he/she observed in the candidate.  This letter is submitted to the NHS advisor.  (Only ONE letter is necessary.  Please do not ask more than one faculty member to write a letter for you so that faculty members are not overburdened with letter writing responsibilities.)


Option A  - 
A candidate must hold or have held since the beginning of high school an elected or appointed position in a school, community or work activity in which the candidate is responsible for directing or motivating others. 

Option B -
A candidate must demonstrate leadership qualities which may include, but not be limited to the following:

· Promoting school activities

· Inspiring positive behavior in others

· Demonstrating academic initiative

· Exemplifying positive attitudes

· Demonstrating complete dependability in any responsibility accepted

CHARACTER
A candidate must demonstrate the traits of integrity, cooperation, concern for others, industry and responsibility in order to qualify for National Honor Society.  In order to provide evidence of these traits, a candidate must submit a single page essay which gives at least one example for each of the above traits as they relate to the candidate.  The essay must then be signed by a parent, two teachers, and two community members who can attest to the examples.  Please put in parenthesis the relationship the signature has with the candidate. The signatures must be written on the single page essay.  Each essay should be typed or word-processed, single spaced and either completed on or attached to the form provided.  The faculty committee will review each essay to ensure each trait (integrity, cooperation, concern for others, industry, responsibility) is addressed and exemplified.

The presence of an Athletic Code and/or Activity Code Violation within the past 12 months automatically makes the candidate ineligible for National Honor Society.  According to the Waukesha School District Board Policy #5131G, “co-curricular activities and athletics are considered a regular part of the educational program and offer opportunities that are unique.  The privilege of participating in athletic programs and activities is extended to all students providing they are willing to assume certain responsibilities.  The greatest benefit for student participants is to be a credit to themselves, their parents, school and community.
Therefore, it is always expected that student participants display the following:

· high standards of social behavior,

· outstanding sportsmanship,

· proper respect for members of their organizations, opponents and those in authority, to include teachers, coaches and officials, and

· use language which is socially acceptable; profanity will not be tolerated.”
An informational meeting was held on Tuesday, February 2nd in the Media Center for all interested students.  Students can still pick up Student Activity Information forms in the Guidance Office from Mrs. Vicki Maas.  The deadline for the completed Student Activity Information form is 3pm on Tuesday, March 2, 2010.  All completed forms must be returned to the Guidance Office. The Waukesha West Induction Ceremony will be held on Wednesday, April 21, 2010 at 7pm in the West Auditorium. 
Further questions about the Waukesha West High School Chapter of the National Honor Society can be directed to Ms. Ellen Giunta, 970-4211.   
